NEWSLETTER - December 2019

Christmas is almost upon us!
We have had a very successful Autumn Term in school, and children have made some very
pleasing progress in their learning; however, I cannot believe that we are already into
December, and thinking about Christmas festivities. As always, we have a number of
opportunities for you to join us in school, to share in our Christmas Festivities.

Reading
We have invested heavily in reading over the past two years, and will be continuing this
throughout this year. I am sure that you have seen the impact of this work on improvements
in your child’s reading at home. Last year, we were above the National Average in Phonics
for year 1, in-line with the National Average for Reading at the end of Keystage 1, and our
keystage 2 progress was above that of other pupils across the country. You will be able to
see this when the Department for Education publish school results later in December.
The important part of this, is to say thank you, to you, for supporting our hard work, by
reading regularly with your child at home; this makes a significant difference to your child’s
achievement in school: we know that those children with full Reading Journals, achieve
higher standards in their reading.
We would be grateful if you could continue to support this work throughout this year, by
ensuring that you aim to read at home, every evening. If you feel that you would value some
support with this, please speak to your child’s class teacher.
Reading is the most important skill your child will learn at school.

PE
The PE timetable is as follows:
On the day that your child has PE, please can they arrive at school in their PE kit. The kit for
PE is a red jumper, a light-blue polo shirt and navy-blue jogging bottoms.
Monday – Year 6 (Rosen)
Tuesday – Year 4 and Year 1
Wednesday – Year 5 and Year 6 (Dahl and Rowling)
Thursday – Year 3 and Reception
Friday – Year 2

Please note:
-

Navy-blue hijabs, must be elasticated, not tied or pinned.
Please avoid any jewellery on PE days, where possible
Trainers can be worn for PE, but please provide black trainers (or predominantly
black) - pumps are a cost-effective alternative.

If your child is in receipt of free school meals, and you have not received up to £15
worth of uniform free of charge, please speak to the school office. If you haven’t
applied for free school meals and think you may be entitled, please speak to Mrs Bibi.

Children Walking Home Alone
Please can we remind parents in Year 5 and 6 that we need written consent should you wish
your child to walk home alone after school. Letters are available from the school office if you
need one.
If you ask the school to send your child home alone, please can I ask that you make it clear
to them that:
-

They must travel straight home, and not remain on the school premises, or stop
elsewhere.
They must behave in a safe and responsible manner.
They must be attentive to risks

We will also speak to them in school.

Attendance
We want every child to achieve at least 96% attendance or higher in order for them to make
the best progress possible. Every single day missed at school or arriving late to school
results in gaps in your child’s learning. It is very hard for children to catch up when they have
missed out on vital parts of their education. Your child’s education is important to us. We lost
over 700 days of learning last year due to Leave of Absence (not illness); this is a lot of
education, and an awful lot of wasted school money.

Communication
If your child is absent from school please contact the school office every day letting us know
the reason for the child’s absence. If a child needs to attend an appointment within the
school day please can you provide proof, we do ask that any routine appointments be made
at the end of the school day or in the holidays.
We ask all parents to:
•
•
•

Check your child’s book bag daily for letters / notes home
If you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher please arrange this in advance
where possible
Keep the school office up to date with changes of phone numbers, addresses and
medical details.

Christmas in School
As always, we will be spending some of our timetable in the run up to the holiday, learning
about the meaning of Christmas, and why Christmas is celebrated. You are welcome to join
some of these activities, and we will be marking the last few days with a festive theme!
Friday 13th December – Festive Friday – Wear a Christmas Jumper
09:30 – 10:00 – Nativity Performance 1, to include dance club performance – Hall
14:00 – 14:30 – Nativity Performance 2, to include dance club performance – Hall
Due to Nativity Performances, there will be no celebration assemblies.
Keystage 1 (and Dance Club) parents are invited to either performance – tickets are
available from the school office.

Monday 16th December – Magical Monday – Wear a crown or tiara
Carols around the Christmas tree

Tuesday 17th December – Tinsel Tuesday – Wear Tinsel and sparkles
Christmas Lunch in school

Wednesday 18th December – Wrapping Paper Wednesday – Wear a hat made of
wrapping paper
Children can come to school in non-uniform, and we request a £1 contribution, to
support with the costs of all of our Christmas activities.
09:00 – Star of the Term Assembly for Keystage 2 – Gym
09:00 – Early Years Carol Concert (in the Hall) – Early Years parents welcome
10:00 – Star of the Term Assembly for EYFS and Keystage 1 – Hall
Christmas Parties – in the afternoon
14:30 – Early Years Carol Concert (in the Hall) – Early Years parents welcome
Early Years parents are invited to either performance – tickets are available from the
school office.

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 18th December – School breaks up for the Christmas Holiday
Monday 6th January – School re-opens in the New Year
Wednesday 8th January – PPTA Meeting 9am in the Hall
Wednesday 8th January – Headteacher Coffee Morning (All parents welcome) 10:30am

Thank you for your continued support,

Mr Lewis

